
4/2/2020 
 
Dear Amherst Families, 
 
I am writing today to update you on a number of topics related to spring break, elementary transition to 
online learning and outdoor facility use.  

• There has been uncertainty among many parents as to whether students and staff will be required to 
learn and work through the scheduled spring vacation, April 9-17. The answer is yes.  
 
In my March 16 letter to parents, I said there would be no new assignments for students in grades 6-
12 during the normally scheduled April 9-17 break. As with many aspects related to COVID-19, 
things are constantly changing and that statement is no longer in effect. New directives from the 
state say students and staff will be required to learn and work through the scheduled spring 
vacation. Therefore, on April 9 and 10 and April 13-17 students and staff will continue remote and 
online instruction. The nutrition program will also continue every weekday.  
 

• Beginning Thursday, April 2, all of our outdoor fields and playgrounds are closed and appropriate 
signage has been placed in those areas. This decision aligns with federal guidelines for social 
distancing and in light of projections for the apex of confirmed cases in the coming weeks, we all 
need to adhere to the safest course of action. Areas closed are the entire stadium complex (turf f ield 
and track), all tennis and basketball courts, playgrounds and any other playing field including 
baseball and softball f ields. I know this may not be a popular decision but it is necessary at this time. 
 

• Beginning Monday, April 13, all elementary students will transition to online Google Classroom 
learning platforms. Until then, elementary students should continue to complete the ELA and Math 
reinforcement work packets that were sent home as we deploy Chromebooks and get everyone 
online. Parents can expect a detailed communication from their elementary building principal on 
Friday, April 3. 
 

• Our Special Education and ENL providers will continue to provide equitable access to instruction 
and special education services through current platforms K-12. Both ENL and Special Education 
providers will be in direct contact with you regarding your individual goals and supports. We 
appreciate your continued collaboration with service providers in determining how to best support 
your children. 

I understand that the continual changes may cause some consternation or even upset feelings. However, 
please remember that these are truly unprecedented times we are living in. Flexibility is key. Our faculty, 
staff, and administrators are rolling with the changes to update, revise and develop plans that provide a 
high-quality school experience through this ever-changing situation. 
 
I want to conclude this message with a note of gratitude to you, our parents and guardians. I know it is 
challenging and thank you for your commitment to being a partner in education. We cannot do this without 
you. I applaud the willingness of our students to engage in a learning experience that has been 
unbelievable. 
 
I will continue to keep you updated as new information emerges. 
 
Thank you, 
Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent 


